






Born 1943, Peter Csebits belongs to the first 
generation of children who came of age in the first 
SOS Children’s Village in Imst, Austria. 

How did your experience with SOS influence the 
person you are today? 
I had a very difficult childhood and in 1952, when I 
was 9½, I came to the SOS Children’s Village in Imst. 
There I experienced real family for the first time. I was 
able to integrate, which took some time. Above all, 
I was part of a community, a family, the village, and 
through that was able to learn important social skills. I 
have learned to be considerate, to share, to feel like a 
member of a community. That was very important for 
me and my life.

Who had the greatest influence on you as a child? 
That would be Hermann Gmeiner, the village director 
back then. And my SOS mother Käte Feichtinger. 
Later, the director of the youth house in Innsbruck, 
Rudolf Maurhard. He had a great influence on me. He 
stood by me – especially in terms of school when I lost 
my motivation during puberty.

What were the challenges of growing up in the 
care of SOS? 
It was difficult in the beginning. If you have been poked 
and prodded and moved to different foster setups, then 
you first have to regain the ability to trust. That took a 
while. But the siblings in the house and the affection of 
the mother helped me. The whole environment in the 
children’s village was very positive. 

Is there anything else you would like to share? 
I would like to say that I owe a lot to SOS. Also, that 
I have found my place. The social skills that I learned 
in the children’s village laid the foundation for my 
life, for my profession as a teacher, as a trainer, as a 
musician, as a friend. I have learned that when you 
give, much more comes back.

PETER | FORMER PARTICIPANT, AUSTRIA

I have learned that when you 
give, much more comes back.

Lerato (17)* is growing up in a township just outside 
Pretoria, South Africa. She and her biological sister 
Iminathi (15)* have been living in their SOS family for 
three years.

Lerato, tell us about your sister.
My sister is someone who is very intelligent. She is 
good at socialising, unlike me. We both like challenges. 
We like being recognised. But she speaks what’s on her 
mind and I can’t do that. When I do that, I feel like I’m 
being judgmental. 

What do you like to do together? 
We often help each other in the kitchen when it is our 
turn to cook. We both play netball at school, so we 
like to practice together. Also, we like to watch TV 
together – even though she prefers animation and I 
like soapies. We can talk about the funny things we 
see on TV over and over again. But we just like being 
together, talking and catching up on the day. One of my 
favourite things is when we sleep in the same bed, and 
she is really close to me. I will miss Iminathi when I go 
to university.

What have you learned from your little sister?
To go after what I want. That anything is possible.

If you could grant three wishes for the next generation 
of children, what would they be?
I wish them a prosperous and fruitful life – the best in their 
education and life, and that their wishes may come true. 
They should dream big; nothing is impossible as long as 
you believe in yourself and your dreams. I wish to tell 
them that they should never give up in life no matter what 
they may be experiencing.

Is there anything else you would like to share?
Children growing up in care, we are no different from 
each and every kind of human being; we are all the same 
and, you know, the word ‘impossible’ does not belong in 
our vocabulary. Everything is possible.

LERATO | CURRENT PARTICIPANT, SOUTH AFRICA

The word ‘impossible’ does 
not belong in our vocabulary.
*Names changed to protect their privacy
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Gervens Casimir, 28, has been an SOS father at SOS 
Children’s Villages Florida, USA since 2016. He 
specialises in caring for teenage boys.

What led you to this profession? 
I’ve always liked working with kids, ever since high 
school. When I heard about SOS I did my research. They 
were looking for a house parent for kids, someone to be 
a mentor or a father figure to them. I decided I would 
take a chance and come to SOS and I’ve loved it so far.

What do you like most about your job?
I like having a positive influence in the kids’ lives, being 
a positive role model, taking them places, like going 
fishing or to the beach. Just being there for them. 

Can you tell us about a specific relationship you 
have with a child or young person?
There was one kid when I first started at SOS. He was 
14 at the time. He did not like me much because I was 
on him about everything – about school, doing his 
homework. He was not used to that. He hated it. As 
time went by though, I became his favorite. I became 
like a father figure to him. 

How did things change? 
I always talked to him. I encouraged him. I told him 
what he could be if he just stayed in school and stayed 
focused. Sometimes I would take him fishing and we 
would just talk about life, about the challenges that 
he was going through. I earned his trust. It’s all about 
earning trust. Once you earn that trust, the relationship 
between you and that child will be beautiful.

How is the boy doing today?
He’s doing well. He lives back with his dad. He calls 
me all the time, so I know he’s doing well.

GERVENS | SOS FATHER, USA

It’s all about earning trust. 
Once you earn that trust, the 
relationship between you and 
that child will be beautiful.

Jharna Mukherjee, 53, found an opportunity to help 
children at the SOS Children’s Village in Faridabad, India.

What led you to choose this profession?
As a youngster, I loved working with little children, 
teaching them course subjects like sewing and crafts. 
I must have been in my twenties when I started 
volunteering at the Missionaries of Charity inspired by 
the good work of Mother Teresa. Then I came to Delhi 
to work as a Hindi teacher, and after teaching for a few 
years, I joined the organisation because I loved their 
work with children.

What do you like most about your job?
To be able to watch children grow and make good 
choices in their lives, and improve their circumstances 
is what I love about my work.

Tell us something you have learned from a child or 
young person in your care.
Whenever I fret about getting all the pending things 
finished, my seven-year-old daughter comes and gives me a 
hug. She explains that she does not like the angry, stressed 
me. That is when I remember to relax and take it slow.

If you had three wishes for the next generation of 
children, what would they be?
I just want all my children to do well in their lives and 
make the right choices. 

Is there anything else you would like to share?
Being an SOS mother is a job only for the generous and 
big-hearted. Money will not help if your heart is not in 
the job, and if you do not love children. It is a position of 
great power to be the only important person in the lives 
of these children. It is hard work and overwhelming, but 
it is incredibly rewarding.

JHARNA | SOS MOTHER, INDIA

It is hard work and 
overwhelming, but it is 
incredibly rewarding.
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Hermann
Gmeiner Award
Dr Muruga Sirigere, a physician from India, runs free medical clinics in poor communities. 
Maria Anggelina, an activist from Indonesia, helps the survivors of human trafficking rebuild 
their lives. What they have in common is they grew up in SOS Children’s Villages and both 
were winners of the Hermann Gmeiner Award 2018.
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The Hermann Gmeiner Award, first started in 1991, honours 
inspiring women and men who were cared for in SOS Children’s 
Villages and who have gone on to become role models in their 
communities. The two winners this year were chosen through an 
open process, in which 71 outstanding individuals from 30 different 
countries were nominated and 120,000 online votes from the greater 
SOS Children’s Villages community were cast.

“The 2018 winners – Dr Muruga Sirigere and Maria Anggelina – 
work in the spirit of Hermann Gmeiner by serving their communities 
and the most vulnerable people in society,” said SOS Children’s 
Villages International President Siddhartha Kaul.

RESTORING LIVES AND DIGNITY
Maria Anggelina, who grew up in the SOS Children’s Village in 
Flores, Indonesia, helps marginalised women who have suffered 
at the hands of human traffickers. Through the victim recovery 
programme of the Good Shepherd Sisters, a Catholic religious order, 
Angge – as she is called – tries to restore the lives and dignity of 
Indonesian women who are fortunate enough to have returned to 
their home villages.

Angge identifies with the women she is supporting. “I’m really 
grateful to have grown up in an SOS family,” she said. “I believe if 
I didn’t live in the SOS Children’s Village in Flores, I could have 
been one of the victims of human trafficking.” In the future, Angge 
wants to build a shelter for survivors of human trafficking, as well as 
a place to train them so they gain useful skills.

FOLLOW YOUR HEART 
For Dr Muruga, giving back to the community, especially to help 
children, is not only about being a humane medical professional, it 
is personal. He knows first-hand what it is like to 
be in need. Dr Muruga was born into a poor family 
where, after the death of his father, his mother 
struggled to raise him and his four siblings. At 
the age of five, he was brought to live at SOS 
Children’s Village Bengaluru. 

Today, Dr Muruga feels a strong calling to give 
to others. At least once a month he travels with 
a team of physicians to poor villages in India 
to provide free treatment and medicine. In the 
future, Dr Muruga hopes to expand his services 
to reach more people in need. He wants to inspire 
young people to do the same. “My message to my 
brothers and sisters at SOS Children’s Villages is to follow your 
heart, become a better person and always give back to society,” Dr 
Muruga said.

Follow your heart, become 
a better person and always 
give back to society.

— Dr Muruga  
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Partnership 
Philosophy

We are grateful to have so many partners around the world 
who are committed to genuine social change for children and 

young people. Together, we will build a world where every 
child can grow up in a strong family environment.

Our partnerships today take shape in a variety of forms and 
ways. Much of our financial support comes from individuals who 
make donations large and small. They also donate their time, by 
raising awareness on social media or volunteering to be a mentor. 
Prominent personalities are also raising their voices on behalf of 
children and families in vulnerable circumstances. 

We work with governments and institutional funding partners, 
and with corporates on the global and national level. We partner 
with universities to conduct research and with other child-focused 
organisations on advocacy efforts, such as effecting change in child 
protection systems or improving quality in alternative care.

We are particularly excited about new approaches that are 
developing, often with the input of the children and young people 
themselves – approaches that involve multilateral, cross-cutting 
groups coming together to accelerate progress and find meaningful 
solutions.

Our 70 years of experience in directly caring for children has taught 
us a lot about relationships. Trust, which begins with eye-level 
respect, is essential and takes time to develop. Good relationships 
also involve listening and learning from each other, whether a 
father from a child, a mentee from a mentor, or a non-profit from 
a corporate. In our partnerships, we aim to leverage the powerful 
potential of good reciprocal relationships built on trust, with both 
sides giving and receiving as well as benefiting from the realisation 
of children’s rights.
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AKZONOBEL
Corporate partner
AkzoNobel, a leading global paints and coatings 
company, joined the SOS Children’s Villages 
YouthCan! initiative in 2017 to effect change on 
the issue of youth unemployment. Through its 
Let’s Colour project, hundreds of AkzoNobel 
employees across Latin America, Asia, Africa and 
Europe volunteer their time to boost young people’s 
employability and renovate SOS living spaces.

With the partnership’s expansion to 10 countries 
in 2018, AkzoNobel volunteers and trained youth 
have coloured the lives of over 2,500 people, while 
1,000 young people have engaged in employability 
activities. One of them is Thales Thierry Maravelli 
Brito from Brazil, who now works as a professional 
house painter. A graduate of the painter and 
professional skills training, he says, “I acquired a 
lot of knowledge in this course that I didn’t have. 
The training taught me to grow in all aspects of 
life, not only on the professional side.”

Featured Partners
There are many ways to support children, young people and families in difficult 
circumstances. This year we feature the following innovative partners who share our vision. 
We are proud to work together alongside these individuals and organisations to build a better 
world for children.

It is the most positive 
transforming experience I’ve 
ever been a part of. 

— Olga Zaytseva, AkzoNobel Russia volunteer 
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ECHO
Institutional partner
In times of humanitarian crisis, children are 
particularly vulnerable. The Directorate-General 
for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian 
Aid Operations (ECHO) provides assistance for 
countries and populations affected by disasters 
and humanitarian emergencies, including projects 
to support children and families. 

Since 2001, ECHO has provided funding to our 
Mother and Child Health Care Programme in 
Somalia. Partnering with ECHO has allowed 
SOS Children’s Villages to implement emergency 
measures in the field of health and nutrition, 
focusing on maternal and neonatal services, as 
well as protection services for internally displaced 
people, returnees and host communities in 
Mogadishu and Baidoa. 

These interventions reach over 250,000 
beneficiaries every year in the two locations and 
surrounding areas. SOS Children’s Villages is 
proud to be an implementing partner of ECHO 
in the achievement of their mandate of providing 
assistance to people in need.   

MICHAEL HEWITT
Major donor
Through the generous support of Mr Hewitt we 
are able to build a community and health centre, 
complementing one of our family strengthening 
programmes in Araçoiaba, Brazil. He chose 
SOS Children’s Villages because of our focus on 
vulnerable children and young people, and because 
of our strong track record. 

This centre will provide medical assistance and 
community engagement for children and families 
in need. Mr Hewitt has long been interested in 
supporting our activities. His donation is in honour 
of his late wife, Lis Mosekilde M.D, D.Sc.(med), a 
compassionate doctor and international authority in 
the field of bone research. The centre is expected to 
open in 2019. ©

 G
oulart B

eatriz   |   B
razil

©
 O

um
a K

evin   |   S
om

alia



YOUTH LINKS
Digital partnership
Now in its second year and spanning 14 countries, 
YouthLinks is a digital platform used in the 
YouthCan! initiative and other programmes. 
It connects young people in SOS programmes 
with peers, mentors and SOS staff to empower 
them around topics such as employability and 
leaving care. Supported by our global partners, 
Allianz, Deutsche Post DHL Group and Johnson 
& Johnson, the platform is a place for sharing 
experiences and developing support networks.

The online mentoring component of YouthLinks, 
developed with support from Volunteer Vision and 
Aflatoun, brings together young people leaving 
care with volunteers coming from the corporate 
world, various institutions and other partners. In 
the five-week programme, participants together 
with their mentors identify their strengths and 
weaknesses as well as set goals for the future, 
thereby building their confidence, self-esteem and 
employability skills.

AHMAD JOUDEH
International Friend
After witnessing a child killed in a battle in Syria, 
Ahmad Joudeh decided to work for vulnerable 
children in the war. He joined fundraising activities 
for SOS Children’s Villages Syria and held 
dance lessons for children in SOS programmes. 
His involvement with SOS Children’s Villages 
continued when he moved to Europe, where 
he has contributed with dances and events to 
raise awareness and funds for children in SOS 
programmes, particularly those affected by the 
refugee crisis in Syria. 

On why he decided to volunteer his time, Ahmad 
says, “I had no money, I had no power, I had only 
dance. Well, I ended up finding SOS Children’s 
Villages. I went there and offered dance classes for 
the children to help them overcome their traumas.” 

His advice for children worldwide is to hold on 
tight to their dreams, to not be discouraged and 
to continue to believe in themselves. We are very 
pleased to announce that Ahmad Joudeh decided to 
take his support to the next level and enter a global 
partnership with us. 
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JOINING FORCES
Global partnership
In 2017, SOS Children’s Villages International 
joined forces with five other child-focused 
agencies, ChildFund Alliance, Plan International, 
Save the Children International, Terre des 
Hommes International Federation and World 
Vision International, to accelerate progress 
towards achieving the child-relevant Sustainable 
Development Goals.

This partnership works to deepen political 
commitment to realising children’s rights globally. 
There are two strands of action: “Child Rights 
Now”, which focuses on advocacy towards 
policymakers and research, and “Ending Violence 
against Children”, which takes a child-led and 
bottom-up approach to change cultural and 
social norms regarding children and violence on 
the national level. In 2018, this approach was 
implemented in five pilot countries: El Salvador, 
Indonesia, Mexico, the Philippines and Uganda. 

In 2019, Joining Forces will launch a global report 
on the current state of children’s rights at the 
United Nations in New York, which will support 
high-level advocacy. 

NACCW
Local non-profit organisation
Responding to the HIV/AIDS crisis as it has 
affected children, South Africa’s National 
Association of Child Care Workers (NACCW) 
developed a community-based care and protection 
programme, named “Isibindi” – “courage” in 
isiZulu. We have been an implementing partner of 
Isibindi since 2013. Home visits are at the core of 
this collaboration, to encourage quality caregiving 
and strengthen family relationships for the well-
being of children and adolescents, who often live 
with grandparents or single parent caregivers. 
The workers in Isibindi are chosen from the SOS 
family strengthening programme community. They 
receive training free of charge and get a monthly 
stipend, a form of income for their families. The 
qualified care workers live in the communities 
they serve; they understand the local language, 
culture, and challenges, which is a big boost 
towards better reaching families in need.

©
 Leland Ford   |   S

outh A
frica   



5857

We can only accomplish what we do for children, young 
people and families thanks to the generosity, creativity and 
commitment of partners. Partners, both international and 
local, support our ongoing running costs and many of our 
innovative projects. We say thank you to those listed here 
and to the many thousands of other partners who make our 
work possible.

Thank You All

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & 

GOVERNMENTAL PARTNERS 

Government of Austria

Austrian Development Agency (ADA) 

Government of Belgium

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign 

   Trade and Development Cooperation 

   (DGD) 

Wallonie-Bruxelles International

Government of Canada

Global Affairs Canada

Government of Denmark

Danish International Development 

   Agency (DANIDA)

Government of Honduras 

Secretary of Development and Social 

   Security

European Union

European Commission

European Investment Bank 

Government of Finland

Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Ministry for Social Affairs & Health 

Funding Centre for Social Welfare and 

   Health Organisations

Government of France

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

French Development Agency (AFD)

Région Île-de-France

Government of Germany

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (AA)

Federal Ministry for Economic 

   Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

Government of Iceland

Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

Government of Italy

Ministry of the Interior

Province of Trento

Government of Luxembourg

City of Luxembourg

Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs 

Government of Monaco 

Government of Morocco

Government of the Netherlands

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Government of Norway

Norwegian Agency for Development 

   Cooperation (NORAD)

Ministry of Health and Care Services 

Government of Spain

Province of Madrid

Province of Canary Islands

United Nations

Agencies and funds

FOUNDATION PARTNERS

Akelius Foundation 

Balder Foundation
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Bernard van Leer Foundation 

Big Heart Foundation

Canada Feminist Fund 

Dutch Postcode Lottery 

Edith & Gotfred Kirk 

Fondation de France

Fondation de Luxembourg 

Grieg Foundation

Hellenic American Leadership Council

Hempel Foundation

Institute Circle

Intesa Bank Charity Fund

Maestro Cares Foundation

National Lottery Community Fund

Novo Nordisk Foundation

OAK Foundation 

Obel Family Foundation 

Stiftelsen Radiohjälpen

Stiftung Kinderhilfe

Stiftung zur Unterstützung der SOS 

   Kinderdörfer-Liechtenstein

SWISS Children’s Foundation 

Swissair Staff Foundation for Children 

   in Need

The Erling-Persson Family Foundation

The Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley 

   Charitable Trust

The Ousri Foundation

The Zeitgeist Foundation, Inc.

Trust of Harry and Carol Goodman 

LEADING LONG-TERM  

CORPORATE PARTNERS

Adidas

Aegean Airlines 

AkzoNobel

Allen & Overy

Allianz

AstraZeneca

Astrid Lindgren / Astrid Lindgrens Värld

Bechgaard Foundation 

Bel: La Vache Qui Rit®

Bertelsmann 

Bestseller 

British Telecom

CEWE

Clarins

Deutsche Post DHL Group

Dr. August Oetker 

Dufry Group

Ecoembes

Fleckenstein Jeanswear 

Foundation 4Life

Gekås Ullared

GodEl / GoodCause

Hasbro

Herbalife Nutrition Foundation

Hilti 

HSBC

IKEA

Interquell 

Johnson & Johnson

Johnson & Johnson Corporate    

   Citizenship Trust

KFC

MAN 

Marriott International

Mars 

Mars Sverige

Mars Wrigley Confectionery 

MAX Burgers

Microsoft

OBOS

Oriflame

OTP Group / DSK Bank

Preem

Procter & Gamble

Radisson Hotel Group

Schmidt Groupe

SKAGEN Fondene

Svenska Petroleum Exploration

Swedbank Robur

Swiss International Air Lines

Swisscom 

Transat

Vaillant

Vodafone Greece

Vorwerk

Western Union Foundation

White & Case

OTHER PARTNERSHIPS

Accountable Now 

Better Care Network 

Child Rights Connect 

Children’s Rights Action Group

Civil Society in Development (CISU)

CONCORD

European Council on Refugees and   

   Exiles (ECRE) 

EDUCO (International NGO Cooperation 

   for Children)

EU Alliance for Investing in Children

Eurochild 

Forum Syd

Fundamental Rights Platform 

Generation Unlimited

Global Coalition to End Child Poverty

International Civil Society Center 

IsraAID

Joining Forces for Children

NetHope

Social Platform 

The Global Partnership to End Violence 

   Against Children

The group of Child Focused Agencies 

The NGO Committee on UNICEF

The NGO Major Group

Voluntary Organisations in Cooperation 

   in Emergencies (VOICE)

Learn more about our national 
corporate partnerships.
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By the 
Numbers

The following section provides a global overview of our financial results and 
programme statistics for 2018. These results and statistics represent the 

combined efforts of local associations in 136 countries and territories.

GLOBAL
INCOME 2018

billion

2, 900

1. 3

AMOUNT PAID TO 
FINANCE THE FIRST 

SOS CHILDREN’S 
VILLAGE IN IMST, 
AUSTRIA IN 1949



Financial Report
SOS Children's Villages is a global federation that is locally rooted. Associations run 
programmes tailored to the needs of their communities, and, when possible, they raise funds 
locally to finance their programmes in a sustainable way. An initiative called "Sustainable 
Path" aims to strengthen this local fundraising capacity.

©
 B

oa
se

 W
ill

   
|  

 U
ga

nd
a

LOCAL INCOME GROWTH
Countries participating in Sustainable Path initiative

BOOSTING LOCAL INCOME

In 2012, the Sustainable Path initiative 
was introduced in 33 SOS member 
associations around the world, enabling 
them to deepen their local rooting by 
strengthening their capacity to raise 
funds locally. 

Additionally, by increasing funding from 
local sources, these associations become 
financially self-sufficient. This means 
that they reduce their dependence on 
international subsidies from other SOS 
associations and can potentially become 
supporter associations themselves. 
For example, in 2014, SOS Poland 
became the first association to achieve 
self-sufficiency and today financially 
supports SOS Cameroon.

Overall, the Sustainable Path initiative 
has been a remarkable success. Results 
show that combined local income has 
doubled in six years, totalling €150 
million in 2018. Also, 13 associations 
have already reached their targets as of 
2018, two years ahead of the 2020 goal. 
Fourteen more will reach them in 2019, 
with all 33 associations on track to reach 
self-sufficiency by 2020.20

40

60

80

140

160

100

120

 

2012 2014 2016 2018
0

76
96

123
150

m
ill

io
ns

 o
f E

ur
os



6463

Financial Information

REVENUE ACTUALS 2017
ACTUALS 2018

preliminary 2
% CHANGE 

2017-2018

Sporadic donors 333,175 302,538 -9%

Sponsorship/committed giving 286,175 299,556 5%

Major donors 28,600 26,391 -8%

Foundations & lotteries 44,074 35,033 -21%

Corporate donors 49,147 48,550 -1%

Governmental subsidies for 
domestic programmes

403,759 424,436 5%

Institutional funding 23,598 32,346 37%

Emergency appeals 5,081 2,334 -54%

Other income 3 100,390 89,844 -11%

Total Revenue 1,274,000 1,261,028 -1%

EXPENDITURES ACTUALS 2017
ACTUALS 2018

preliminary 2
% CHANGE 

2017-2018

SOS Children’s Villages, youth 
programmes, foster families & 
transit homes

565,740 577,847 2%

SOS family strengthening programmes 113,262 127,578 13%

Education programmes 122,240 116,240 -5%

SOS social centres 9,728 11,241 16%

Health services 10,118 9,013 -11%

Emergency response programmes 18,682 13,988 -25%

Construction & investments 42,944 36,944 -14%

Programme support for national 
associations

102,570 107,359 5%

International coordination &
programme support

44,224 43,992 -1%

Information & fundraising work, costs 
not directly related to programmes in 
promoting & supporting associations 4

203,925 196,313 -4%

Total expenditures 1,233,432 1,240,514 0.6%

The financial figures below represent the global, combined total of reports provided by our 
local associations and by our umbrella organisation, SOS Children’s Villages International. 
These reports are audited annually by independent and esteemed national auditors according 
to internationally accepted accounting standards.

All amounts in 1,000 EUR 1

ACCOUNTABILITY 
As a member of Accountable Now and a board member of the International Civil Society 
Centre since 2012, we take our obligations around management transparency and 
accountability very seriously. The foundation of our approach is our policy document 
“Good Management and Accountability Quality Standards”, while our activities and 
progress in this regard are reflected in our regular reports to Accountable Now.

SOS Children’s Villages follows a zero tolerance approach to fraud and corruption. Our Anti-Fraud and 
Anti-Corruption Guideline aims to support all associations, board members and employees in preventing and 
managing potential issues of corruption.

2018 SUMMARY
It was a challenging year for our mature fundraising markets in Western Europe and North America, 
ultimately resulting in an overall flat growth in income for the federation. However, there were positive 
developments, with institutional funding increasing by 37% and committed giving by 5%. Significantly, there 
was growth in our new and emerging markets, with revenues from committed giving increasing by 12%.

We continue to pursue a diversification of services to meet the changing needs of the children, youth and 
families we work with, as evidenced by our expenditures across our various programmes. For example, there 
was strong growth in expenditures in our family strengthening programmes and social centres, 13% and 16% 
respectively, whereas there was a 2% growth in expenditures in our alternative care programmes.

1	 Due to rounding, total numbers may not add up exactly.
2	 Independent external audits have not yet been completed in all 136 countries and territories for 2018 (as of 7 May 2019).
3   Other income refers to operational income from facilities, local income from events or merchandising, interest, and other financial income.
4	 Promoting and supporting associations are associations who raise funds for international programmes; some of them also operate domestic programmes.

PROGRAMME EXPENDITURES BY CONTINENT 1

EUROPE
EUROPE

THE AMERICAS

ASIA & OCEANIA
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Programme Statistics
These statistics are based on reporting by local associations and represent our programmatic 
services for the calendar year 2018, as statistically captured on 31 December 2018. The range 
of services reflects the diversity of needs on the regional level.

AFRICA
THE 

AMERICAS
ASIA & 

OCEANIA
EUROPE TOTAL

CARE PROGRAMMES

SOS Children's Villages 16,400 7,800 16,600 4,700 45,500

SOS youth programmes 6,900 4,800 7,700 5,000 24,400

Foster families & transit homes - 700 300 2,900 3,900

SOS family strengthening: 
children, young people & adults

164,200 87,200 98,500 146,400 496,300

TOTAL 187,500 100,500 123,100 159,000 570,100

EDUCATION PROGRAMMES

Children in SOS kindergartens 13,000 100 7,400 2,900 23,400

Children in SOS primary & 
secondary schools

52,000 5,600 40,400 - 98,000

Young people & adults in SOS 
vocational training centres

8,600 800 3,700 5,200 18,300

TOTAL 73,600 6,500 51,500 8,100 139,700

SOS SOCIAL CENTRES

Children, young people & adults 99,300 400 8,400 17,900 126,000

SOS MOTHER & CHILD 
HOSPITAL, SOMALIA

Children, young people & adults 250,000 - - - 250,000

GRAND TOTAL 610,400 107,400 183,000 185,000 1,085,800

AFRICA
THE 

AMERICAS
ASIA & 

OCEANIA
EUROPE TOTAL

HEALTH SERVICES

Single health services delivered 1, 2 683,100 - 15,100 - 698,200

Health service days delivered 2 78,000 - - - 78,000

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Single emergency response 
services delivered

442,111 - 277,315 458,732 1,178,158

Emergency response service 
days delivered

28,326 54,690 138,134 8,656 229,806

FAMILIES

SOS families 1,900 1,100 2,600 900 6,500

Families in SOS family 
strengthening programmes

44,200 21,100 19,900 6,600 91,800

PEOPLE WE REACHED

1	 Single services refer to short-term support – for example, a single treatment at a medical centre.
2	 People reached through the SOS Mother and Child Hospital in Somalia are included in these figures.

AFRICA
THE 

AMERICAS
ASIA & 

OCEANIA
EUROPE TOTAL

CARE PROGRAMMES

SOS Children's Villages 148 133 165 113 559

SOS youth programmes 140 163 209 201 713

Foster families & transit homes 3 4 2 32 41

SOS family strengthening 
programmes

180 106 122 167 575

471 406 498 513 1,888

EDUCATION PROGRAMMES

SOS kindergartens 114 1 64 38 217

SOS primary & secondary 
schools

112 8 56 - 176

SOS vocational training centres 17 2 22 18 59

243 11 142 56 452

SOS SOCIAL CENTRES

39 7 36 84 166

SOS MEDICAL CENTRES

52 - 7 - 59

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 
PROGRAMMES

11 5 14 6 36

GRAND TOTAL 2,601

PROGRAMMES WE OPERATED

SOS PROGRAMMES BY CONTINENT

429 697

816

659

AFRICA

EUROPE

THE 

AMERICAS

ASIA & 

OCEANIA



Countries and territories in which we operated an emergency response 

programme in 2018 are shown in bold.

SOS Children’s Villages worked for 
children and young people in 136 
countries and territories in 2018. www.sos-childrensvillages.org

Join us!

Africa

Algeria

Angola

Benin

Botswana

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Cameroon

Cape Verde

Central African 

   Republic

Chad

Côte d'Ivoire

Democratic 

   Republic of the 

   Congo

Djibouti

Egypt

Equatorial Guinea

Eswatini

Ethiopia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Kenya

Lesotho

Liberia

Madagascar

Malawi

Mali

Mauritius

Morocco

Mozambique

Namibia

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Somaliland

South Africa

South Sudan

Sudan

Tanzania

The Gambia

Togo

Tunisia

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

The 
Americas

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Colombia

Costa Rica 

Dominican 

   Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Guatemala

Haiti

Honduras

Jamaica

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Uruguay

USA

Venezuela

Asia &  
Oceania

Armenia

Australia

Azerbaijan

Bangladesh

Cambodia

China

French Polynesia

Georgia

Hong Kong, SAR 

   of China

India

Indonesia

Iraq

Israel

Japan

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Laos

Lebanon

Mongolia

Nepal

Pakistan

Palestine

Philippines

South Korea

Sri Lanka

Syria

Taiwan, China

Thailand

United Arab 

   Emirates

Uzbekistan

Vietnam

Europe

Albania

Austria

Belarus

Belgium

Bosnia and 

   Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Croatia

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

Finland

France

Germany

Greece

Hungary 

Iceland

Italy

Kosovo

Latvia

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Netherlands

North Macedonia

Northern Cyprus

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Russia

Serbia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Ukraine

United Kingdom
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